LITERARY DEVICES/FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE:
Sensory Imagery: Ch. 1 pg. 3- “The studio was filled with rich odor of roses.” –This quote introduces readers to the exposition of the story while exemplifying the formality of the novel’s tone.

Chiasmus: Ch.1 pg. 4- “There have been so many people that I have not been able to see the pictures, or so many pictures that I have not been able to see the people.” –This quote refers to Lord Henry refusing Basil to exhibit his portrait at The Academy. It provides the reader one of the first examples of Lord Henry’s philosophy on life, which contributes to the tone throughout much of the novel.
Allusion: Ch. 1 pg. 5- “He [Dorian] is a narcissus.” –This sentence refers to the Greek mythological boy who fell in love with his own reflection, which supports the novel’s theme of narcissism.

Simile: Ch. 3 pg. 39- “Talking to him was like playing upon an exquisite violin.” –This quote further exemplifies Lord Henry’s use of introspection to see beyond Dorian’s physical self, which supports the novel’s philosophical tone. The formality of Lord Henry’s voice demonstrates how well he carried himself while addressing certain individuals.

Dialect: Ch. 3 pg. 46- 
“Expound me to your philosophy of pleasure over some admirable burgundy I am fortunate enough to possess.” “I shall be charmed.”
“Quite serious Basil. I should be miserable if I thought I should ever be more serious than I am at the present moment.” 

 –These conversations could have been summed up in fewer words, however the ornate and often drawn out sentences within the novel support its proper tone.
Aphorism: Ch. 4 pg. 51- 

“Men marry because they’re tired. Women marry because they’re curious. Both are disappointed.”

“People are very fond of giving away what they need most themselves.”

“To see him is to worship him. To know him is to trust him.”

 –Throughout distinctive parts of the novel, author Oscar Wilde incorporates clever sayings that support the structure of a philosophical/introspective tone. Characters utilize aphorisms to establish a point or dictate purpose.

Tone:
The Picture of Dorian Gray exhibits a speculative tone. Author Oscar Wilde creates a formally structured voice within the plot through major characters. Each character responds to the personalities, decisions and morals of one another in a well carried and philosophical manner. Lord Henry Wotton, a major contributor to the novel’s tone, often offers protagonist Dorian Gray advice regarding multiple things from beauty, to love. In chapter 4 for example, Lord Henry tells Dorian “my dear boy, the people who love only once in their lives are really shallow people.” This example shows how a simple answer enlarges into something that can be used as a scholarly quote.
Mood:

The Picture of Dorian Gray’s text may leave readers feeling lethargic. Oscar Wilde incorporates a formal writing style resulting in unnecessary paragraphs that can be summed up in mere sentences. Conversations seem to lack enthusiasm, rather offering a philosophical view on a simple subject such as one’s actions. Readers encounter this feeling in the beginning of the novel. In chapter 3 for example, Lord Henry is invited to discuss philosophy with a mutual friend over liquor. Wilde however prolongs this invite to read: “expound me to your philosophy of pleasure over some admirable burgundy I am fortunate enough to possess.” “I shall be charmed,” replied Lord Henry.
Theme:

Throughout much of The Picture of Dorian Gray, a strong sense of narcissism develops. Readers are introduced to Dorian Gray who falls in love with a portrait of himself and “wishes for eternal youth and beauty.” Throughout the plot, Dorian flaunts his youthful physique, which results in both positive and negative consequences. His beauty wins him the heart of Sybyl Vane in chapter 4, but eventually leads to his downfall in chapter 20. Wilde quotes that “it was beauty that ruined him. His beauty had been to him but a mask.” The overzealous affection for youth caused stress, fear, and eventually death to Dorian Gray.

Character Deconstruction: 
The Picture of Dorian Gray centers on the protagonist of the same name. Dorian can be considered a dynamic character because his youth and beauty alter his personality and as a result, affects how individuals perceive him. For example, after Dorian confesses his love for Sybyl Vane to Lord Henry, Lord Henry tells him that it is because of his appearance that she loves him, not for his true character. While Dorian exhibits eternal youth, his picture Basil painted for him shows his pure form, as it ages and changes expression from a harmonious emotion to one of “hypocrisy” and “cunningness” (pg. 227). His only means of breaking from this immoral disguise is by killing himself. When his servants discover his body, they note that his youth and beauty disappeared and revealed a “withered, wrinkled, and loathsome visage” while the aged picture displayed a splendid and youthful image of a young boy (pg. 229).
Plot Perspective:
The Picture of Dorian Gray is written in a third person omniscient point of view. Oscar Wilde has access to Dorian’s thoughts as exemplified in chapter 15 when he describes his emotions. “He himself could not help wondering at the calm of his demeanor, and for a moment felt keenly the terrible pleasure of a double life.” While this perspective decreases textual reliability, it allows for a great scope and flexibility while allowing for author evaluations.
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Rising Acton:
Dorizn fllin love with Sybyl Vane, zn
actress whose plays he waches each
aight, She admires his unchanging
‘youth. After an argument one night,
Sybyl comits suiide leaving Dorizn
susceptible to being labeled as
‘murderer. Sybyls brother James vows
to seek revenge for bis sister's death
Dorizn begins to notic his painting ag3

Exposition

The story opens in Basi Hallward's art studio with
Lord Henry Wotton adiring him paint 2 portrait of
Dorian Gray, Basil's model Dorian fllsin love with
the portrait and wishes fo sternal youth and beauty
exemplified within Basils artwork Basil i reuctant
to xbibit is at because he believes it will show his
obsession with his subject.

‘Dorian begins to hate the picture afer noticing it reveals his tru,
i narcisssti belifs causes him to kil Basil. He
disposes his body chemically, through the hep of distant fiend
lan Campbel, ho commits suicids afte helping Dorian. James
Vane, Syby's brother runs into Dorian, whom he thinks s his

sisters killer and holds him at gunpoint. Dorlan uses his youth to
escape.

Falling Action:

Dorian begins having nghtmares sbout his
encouater with James. Lord Henry notices

The Picture of Dorian's personality has changed and encourags
‘Dorizn Gray to'be open and confess his troubs.
By: Oscar Wilde

Denosament:
Dorizn decides to end his misery by "killing
the past” and destroying the evidence of .

to'kill Basil and stabs "the picture.” His
servants hear foud sereams and run o the room,
to find a picture of a beautifl, youthful

‘boy and the body of an aged, wrinkled and
Ioathsome man.




